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Boston Youth Receive College Scholarships from Youth Enrichment Services  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -- Youth Enrichment Services (YES), a nonprofit youth development 
organization, recently awarded its Richard Williams Memorial Scholarship to three graduating Boston high 
school seniors.     
 
The 2012 recipients of the scholarship are Asha Ahmed of Jamaica Plain, who will be attending 
Providence College; Frankline Mardi of Boston, who will be attending Mount Holyoke College; and 
Matthew Swain-Smith of Roslindale, who will be attending Boston College.  All three youth have been 
involved in the YES Academy throughout high school.   
 
YES honored the youth and awarded the scholarships at an awards reception on June 20.  YES 
Executive Director, Bryan Van Dorpe, said, “We are so proud to honor these three outstanding young 
adults with the Richard Williams Memorial Scholarship. The commitment they have displayed to bettering 
their communities is inspiring and we have been lucky to have them so involved with YES’s programs 
over the last several years.”  Scholarship recipient, Ashma Ahmed, remarked that she has “always 
dreamed of going to college and getting a higher education.”  
 
The Richard Williams Memorial Scholarship is an annual award given in honor of YES founder, Richard 
Williams.  While Williams did not achieve more than an 8th grade education, he realized that education 
was the key to unlocking dreams.  When asked why he believed in helping others, Williams would say, 
“You can open the horizons of children who think they can’t by showing them they can.”  He believed that 
the pursuit of a post-secondary education was one key to a brighter future.  
 
 
About YES: Since its founding in 1968, Youth Enrichment Services (YES) has helped more than 100,000 Cambridge 
and Boston youth build self-esteem and foster life-long respect for themselves, others and the environment through 
participation in outdoor adventures and leadership development programs. Learn more at yeskids.org.   
 

### 

Please contact Allie Tripp, YES Marketing and Communications Coordinator, at (617) 267-5877 x17 
or atripp@yeskids.org for further information.  
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